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SHOUTING OUT 
LOUDER

Ana Da Silva and Gina Birch on 
the legacy and present works of 
fabulous feminist punk pioneers 
THE RAINCOATS

by David Buick
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IN WHAT I CONSIDER THE CRAZIEST TURN OF EVENTS 
PG������UIVT�GBS
�*�GJ E�NZTFMG�DIBUUJOH�XJUI�GPVOEJOH�NFNCFST�PG�
ThF�3BJODPBUT�(JOB�#JSDI�BOE�"OB�%B�4JMWB
�BMPOH�XJUI�MPOHUJNF�
DPMMBCPSBUPS�BOE�NBOBHFS�4IJSMFZ�0�-PVHIMJO
�XIJMF�BMTP�XPSLJOH�
XJUI�(JOB�PO�B�OFX�����1JODI�NF��ThF�3BJODPBUT�XFSF�CPSO�PVU�
PG�UIF�FOEMFTTMZ�JOTQJSJOH�TDFOF�UIBU�SFWPMWFE�BSPVOE�UIF�3PVHI�
5SBEF�3FDPSET�4IPQ�BOE�MBCFM�JO�-POEPO�JO�UIF�MBUF�����T�BOE�
FBSMZ�����T�BOE�BSF
�XFMM
�FOEMFTTMZ�JOTQJSJOH��

*�BTLFE�4DBSMFUU
�NZ����ZFBS�PME�OJFDF�BOE�POF�PG�NZ�BMM�UJNF�
GBWPSJUF�QFPQMF
�UP�IFMQ�PVU��4DBSMFUU�TQFOU�B�XFFLFOE�MJTUFOJOH�UP�
3BJODPBUT�SFDPSET�BOE�XBUDIJOH�:PV5VCF�WJEFPT
�BOE�DBNF�VQ�
XJUI�B�GFX�RVFTUJPOT�UP�BTL��4IF�JT�OPX�B�GBO�

(JOB�BOE�"OB�BSF�TUJMM�DPMMBCPSBUJOH
�BT�XFMM�BT�XPSLJOH�PO�UIFJS�
PXO�NVTJDBM�BOE�WJTVBM�BSU�QSPKFDUT��*�DBO�U�XBJU�UP�TFF�XIBU�UIFZ�
IBWF�JO�TUPSF�GPS�VT�OFYU��

-JTUFO�UP�ThF�3BJODPBUT��ThFZ�BSF�HPPE�GPS�UIF�XPSME�

Scarlett: Role models?
Gina: *�N�OPU�TVSF�*�IBE�SFBMMZ�JOTQJSBUJPOBM�SPMF�NPEFMT�HSPXJOH�
VQ��8IFO�*�XBT�BU�BSU�TDIPPM
�*�XBT�WFSZ�UBLFO�XJUI�OFX�JEFBT�
BSPVOE�BSU��"U�TDIPPM
�XF�MFBSOFE�BCPVU�QBJOUJOH�VQ�VOUJM�UIF�
*NQSFTTJPOJTUT
�TP�JU�XBT�IVHFMZ�FZF�PQFOJOH�UP�TFF�XIBU�XBT�IBQ�
QFOJOH�JO�BSU�TDIPPMTyDPODFQUVBM�BSU
�MBOE�BSU
�fiMN��"OE�*�UISFX�
NZTFMG�JOUP�QMBZJOH�XJUI�MBOE�BSU�BOE�WJEFP�BSU��-BUFS
�XIFO�%FSFL�
+BSNBO�DBNF�UP�NZ�EFHSFF�DPVSTF�XJUI�IJT�4VQFS���fiMNT
�*�XBT�
DPNQMFUFMZ�FOUSBODFE�XJUI�UIF�JNBHFT�IF�TIPXFE
�BOE�*�CPVHIU�
B�4VQFS���DBNFSB�BT�TPPO�BT�DPVME�BffPSE�POF��ThFO�PG�DPVSTF
�
QVOL�XBT�JO�JUT�JOGBODZ�XIFO�*�BSSJWFE�JO�-POEPO
�BOE�*�MJWFE�JO�
UIF�NJEEMF�PG�UIF�NBZIFN��ThF�4MJUT�QMBZFE�UIFJS�GJ TU�HJH
�BOE�BU�
UIBU�QPJOU
�JU�XBT�TPNFUIJOH�UIBU�*�SFBMMZ
�SFBMMZ�XBOUFE�UP�EP�UPP��

Ana: *�EJEO�U�SFBMMZ�IBWF�TQFDJGJD SPMF�NPEFMT��ThFSF�IBWF�BMXBZT�
CFFO�QFPQMF�*�WF�MJLFE�BOE�SFTQFDUFE�BOE
�TPNFIPX
�UIFJS�JOQVU�
fiMUFST�UISPVHI�XJUIPVU�NF�FWFO�SFBMJTJOH�JU��*U�T�BMXBZT�SFBMMZ�IBSE�
UP�LOPX�XIBU�inflVFODFT�ZPV��4PNF�UIJOHT�ZPV�LOPX��0UIFST�BSF�
TFDPOE�IBOE
�PS�IJEEFO��0CWJPVTMZ
�FWFSZPOF�JT�B�GSVJU�PG�UIFJS�UJNF�
BOE�IJTUPSZ
�BOE�JU�JT�XJUIJO�UIJT�GSBNFXPSL�UIBU�ZPV�NPWF
�DIPPTF�
QBUIT
�TFFL�JOTQJSBUJPO
�BOE�IPQFGVMMZ�IBWF�TPNFUIJOH�UP�HJWF
�
TPNFUIJOH�UIBU�JO�UVSO�XJMM�NBLF�TPNFPOF�FMTF�T�IFBSU�CFBU�GBTUFS�

When did you realize that you had talent and were 
passionate about music, and when did you realize you 
wanted to show the world your music/talent? 
Gina: *�OFWFS�UIPVHIU�*�IBE�BOZ�UBMFOU��1VOL�XBT�HSFBU�GPS�UIBU��
4VDDFTT�BOE�BTQJSBUJPO�XFSFO�U�B�QBSU�PG�JU�GPS�NF��*U�XBT�UIF�FOFSHZ�
PG�UIF�UJNF�UIBU�JOTQJSFE�NF�UP�HJWF�JU�B�HP��*�QMBZFE�NZ�GJ TU�HJH�
CFGPSF�*�DPVME�QMBZ
�JO�GBDU�*�QMBZFE�NBOZ�NBOZ�HJHT�CFGPSF�*�DPVME�
QMBZ��*�IBE�B�UBMFOU�GPS�CFJOH�DSB[Z�FOPVHI�UP�MFBSO�JO�QVCMJD�

Ana: *�OFWFS�UIPVHIU�NVDI�BCPVU�XIFUIFS�*�IBE�UBMFOU��*�CFMJFWFE�
*�OFFEFE�UP�TUVEZ�UP�GJ E�PVU��"OE�XJUI�UIF�NVTJD
�*�UIPVHIU�UIBU�
*�IBE�UP�USZ�BOE�fiOE�PVU��ThF�JEFB�XBT�NPSF�BCPVU�iMFU�T�EP�JU
w�

UIBO�TPNF�CJH�JEFB�BCPVU�UBMFOU�PS�GVUVSF�PS�DBSFFS
�PS�TIPXJOH�
BOZUIJOH�UP�UIF�XPSME��*U�XBT�NVDI�NPSF�BCPVU�UIF�FYQFSJFODF�PG�
VT�DSFBUJOH�B�CBOE�BOE�XSJUJOH�TPNF�TPOHT��#PUI�(JOB�BOE�*�IBWF�
BMXBZT�CFFO�DSFBUJWF
�BOE�B�CBOE�TFFNFE�MJLF�B�GVO�JEFB��ThFO�JU�
BMM�HPU�NPSF�TFSJPVT�XIFO�XF�TUBSUFE�SFDPSEJOH
�BOE�SFBMJTFE�UIBU�
ZFT
�XF�XFSF�B�#BOE�	XJUI�B�DBQJUBM�#�
�

After 44 years of The Raincoats, what keeps you going? 
Gina: "ftFS�BMM�UIFTF�ZFBST
�JU�JT�KVTU�XIBU�*�EP��*�NBLF�fiMNT
�XSJUF
�
QMBZ�BOE�QFSGPSN�TPOHT��-PUT�PG�DPMMBCPSBUJPOT
�MJLF�XJUI�ThF�(MVUT�
	)BZMFZ�/FXNBO�BOE�,BffF�.BUUIFXT

�BOE�NPTU�SFDFOUMZ�BOE�
BSEFOUMZ
�*�QBJOU��HJOBCJSDIQBJOUJOH�DPN�

Ana: *�TUBSUFE�UP�MJTUFO�NPSF�UP�FMFDUSPOJD�NVTJD�BOE�GPVOE�*�IBE�
B�MPU�PG�QMFBTVSF�JO�KVTU�MJTUFOJOH�UP�TPNF�PG�UIF�TPVOET
�FTQFDJBMMZ�
TZOUIFTJ[FS�TPVOET��ThFZ�DBO�CF�TP�TUSPOH�BOE�QVSF
�FWFO�XIFO�
OPJTZ��4P
�BU�UIF�NPNFOU
�*�IBWF�B�NPEVMBS�TZOUI�BOE�IBWF�CFFO�
NBLJOH�NVTJD�XJUI�JU�GPS�B�GFX�ZFBST��*�SFDPSEFE�*TMBOE
�JO�DPMMBCP�
SBUJPO�XJUI�1IFX
�XIJDI�DBNF�PVU�JO�4FQUFNCFS�����
�BOE�XF�XFSF�
SFDFOUMZ�DPNNJTTJPOFE�UP�XSJUF�B�QJFDF�GPS�JTTVF �1SPKFDU�3PPN
�
#SPPLMZO�JO�0DUPCFS�������*�BMTP�NBLF�ESBXJOHT�BOE�QBJOUJOHT��*�
IBWF�TPNF�PO�NZ�XFCTJUF��BOBEBTJMWB�OFU�

If you were to be able to give your younger self musical 
advice, what would it be? 
Gina: (P�GPS�JU��%PO�U�CF�TP�TIZ��5BML�UP�NPSF�QFPQMF.ThFZ�BSF�WFSZ�
OJDF�BOE�GSJFOEMZ�JG�ZPV�BSF�PQFO��

Ana: 8JUIPVU�USZJOH�TPNFUIJOH�UIBU�ZPV�XPVME�MPWF�UP�EP
�JU�T�
JNQPTTJCMF�UP�LOPX�JG�ZPV�SF�DBQBCMF�PG�EPJOH�JU��*G�ZPV�SF�QSFQBSFE�
UP�QVU�JO�UIF�XPSL
�BOE�FWFO�TUSVHHMF
�UIFSF�T�OP�FOE�UP�XIBU�ZPV�
DBO�BDIJFWF�

Dave: What was your upbringing like? Did music and the 
arts have a part in your house? 
Gina:�-PXFS�NJEEMF�DMBTT��*�XBT�BMXBZT�TJOHJOH�BOE�SPDLJOH�CBDL�
BOE�GPSUI��*�IBE�POF�HSFBU�BVOU�XIP�POMZ�WJTJUFE�VT�B�GFX�SBSF�UJNFT��
4IF�MJWFE�GBS�BXBZ
�CVU�TIF�BMXBZT�FODPVSBHFE�NF�UP�EBODF�GPS�
IFS
�PS�UBML�UP�IFS�BCPVU�XIBU�*�UIPVHIU��/PPOF�FMTF�TFFNFE�UPP�
CPUIFSFE�BCPVU�UIBU
�TP�JU�GFMU�WFSZ�TUSBOHF�CVU�BMTP�RVJUF�TUSBOHFMZ�
TQFDJBM��8F�EJEO�U�IBWF�B�MPU�PG�NPOFZ
�TP�FWFSZUIJOH�XBT�DBSFGVMMZ�
NPOJUPSFE��/PPOF�QMBZFE�BO�JOTUSVNFOU��.Z�%BE�EJE�USZ�UP�EP�
PJM�QBJOUJOH�GPS�B�XIJMF
�BOE�QBJOUFE�B�GFX�GM XFS�QBJOUJOHT
�CVU�
UIBU�EJEO�U�MBTU�UPP�MPOH��)F�CPVHIU�B�#VTI�SFDPSE�QMBZFS
�BOE�BT�
B�GBNJMZ
�XF�CPVHIU���TJOHMFT�B�NPOUI��&BDI�XFFL
�POF�QFSTPO�
JO�UIF�GBNJMZ�DPVME�DIPPTF�POF��*�EPO�U�SFNFNCFS�IPX�MPOH�UIBU�
MBTUFE��OPU�UPP�MPOH�FJUIFS��.Z�EBE�XBT�B�KPLFS
�BOE�IF�UFBTFE�VT�
BMM�UIF�UJNF�

Ana: "MM�NZ�MJGF�*�FOKPZFE�MJTUFOJOH�UP�NVTJD
�B�MPU��"T�B�DIJME
�
*�IFBSE�&MWJT�BOE�UIF�&WFSMZ�#SPUIFST�PO�NZ�PMEFS�DPVTJOT����T
�
BOE�GSPN�UIFO�PO
�*�EFWFMPQFE�B�QBTTJPO�GPS�NVTJD�*�BMTP�TBOH�JO�

Previous page photo by Janette Beckman
Facing page photo by Maria Helena da Silva
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Photos (clockwise from top right):
Gina, 1978, by Shirley O’Loughlin 

Shirley, 1978, by Ana da Silva 
Ana, 1978, by Shirley O’Loughlin

B�DIPJS�BOE�IBE�TPNF�QJBOP�MFTTPOT
�XIJDI�HBWF�NF�B�CBTJT�UIBU�JT�
TUJMM�IFMQGVM�UP�NZ�NVTJDNBLJOH�UPEBZ��*O�NZ�MBUF�UFFOBHF�ZFBST
�
*�DBNF�UP�&OHMBOE�GPS�UXP�NPOUIT
�IFBSE�ThF�#FBUMFT
�TBX�ThF�
3PMMJOH�4UPOFT�BOE�B�GFX�PUIFST
�BOE�CPVHIU�B�GFX�NBHB[JOFT
�
��T�BOE�BMCVNT�CZ�UIF�BCPWF�UP�UBLF�IPNF�BOE�TIPX�NZ�GSJFOET��
*�BMTP�CPVHIU�B�SFBMMZ�QSFDJPVT�QJFDF�PG�DMPUIJOH��B�CMBDL�QPMP�
OFDL�TXFBUFS��ThBU�XBT�DPPM�	XIFO�DPPM�XBT�DPPM
��"�GFX�ZFBST�
MBUFS
�*�XFOU�UP�(FSNBOZ
�BOE�MFBSOU�B�GFX�HVJUBS�DIPSET�GSPN�BO�
"NFSJDBO�HJSM��&WFOUVBMMZ�NZ�TJTUFS�CPVHIU�NF�BO�BDPVTUJD�HVJUBS
�
BOE�*�QMBZFE�#PC�%ZMBO�TPOHT
�KVTU�MJLF�FWFSZCPEZ�FMTF��5I T�XBT�BO�
BXBLFOJOH�UJNF
�BT�*�SFBMJ[FE�UIFO�UIBU�TP�NVDI�DPVME�CF�TBJE�BOE�
FYQSFTTFE�UISPVHI�NVTJD
�BOE�UIBU�JU�XBT�TVDI�B�QPXFSGVM
�SJDI
�
BOE�FBTJMZ�BWBJMBCMF�NFEJVN��*U�JT�QPFUSZ
�NPWFNFOU
�TUSVDUVSF
�
BOE�QFSTPOBM�FYQFSJFODF�UVSOFE�JOUP�B�TIBSFE�POF��*U�T�JNNFEJBUF
�
PS�JU�DBO�UBLF�ZPV�JOUP�B�DPNQMFY�KPVSOFZ��*U�T�GVO
�JOUSPTQFDUJWF
�
BOE�TP�WBSJFE�OPU�POMZ�CFDBVTF�PG�XIBU�T�JO�UIFSF
�BT�GBS�BT�MZSJDT�
BOE�DPNQPTJUJPO�HP
�CVU�CFDBVTF�PG�UIF�WBSJFUZ�PG�JOTUSVNFOUT�UIBU�
FYJTU
�BOE�UIF�BEWBODFNFOU�PG�UFDIOPMPHZ�UIBU�CSJOHT�OFX�XBZT�
BOE�TPVOET�UP�UIF�QPU�

You met at Hornsey college of Art in London. What were 
each of you studying? What were the early days of the 
Gina and Ana friendship like? Did you become fast 
friends? 
Gina: "OB�UVSOFE�VQ�MBUF�GPS�UIF�TUBSU�PG�UFSN��4IF�IBE�IBJS�EPXO�
UP�IFS�XBJTU�BOE�XBT�TVOUBOOFE��4IF�XBT�BMTP�B�CJU�PMEFS��4IF�DBNF�
GSPN�.BEFJSB��*�XBT�XIJUF�BT�B�TIFFU�BOE�TLJOOZ�BT�B�SBLF
�IBSEMZ�
FWFS�USBWFMMFE�BOZXIFSF��1SFUUZ�OBÕWF��4PNFIPX
�XF�IJU�JU�Pff�
CFDBVTF�XF�XFSF�CPUI�JOUFSFTUFE�JO�XIBU�XBT�IBQQFOJOH�JO�NVTJD��
*�XBT�BXBSF�PG�QVOL�CFDBVTF�*�IBE�BMSFBEZ�TFFO�UIF�4FY�1JTUPMT��
fiSTU�HJH
�BOE�UIFSF�XFSF�BMTP�TPNF�PUIFST�XIP�XFSF�JOUFSFTUFE�
JO�XIBU�XBT�IBQQFOJOH��8F�TUBSUFE�UP�IBOH�PVU�BOE�HP�UP�HJHT�
UPHFUIFS
�BftFS�*�NPWFE�UP�B�TRVBU�OFBS�XIFSF�TIF�MJWFE��*�CFHBO�UP�
GJ E�NZ�GFFU��#FJOH�JO�B�CBOE�JT�DPNQMJDBUFE��8F�MFE�GBJSMZ�TFQBSBUF�
MJWFT
�CVU�XF�XFSF�GSJFOET��ThFSF�XFSF�BMXBZT�BSHVNFOUT�BCPVU�
NVTJD�BOE�JEFBT��"OB�XBT�WFSZ�EFUFSNJOFE�JO�IFS�WJFX�PG�UIF�XBZ�
UIJOHT�TIPVME�CF��4IF�XBT�B�CJU�PMEFS�BOE�B�CJU�NPSF�JO�UVOF
�XJUI�
B�QBUUFSO�PG�IJTUPSZ��*XBT�NPSF�OBÕWF�BOE�JNQVMTJWF��8F�BSF�WFSZ�
HPPE�GSJFOET�OPX�

Ana: *�NFU�(JOB�BU�BSU�TDIPPM�JO�������"OE�B�DPVQMF�PG�PUIFS�UIJOHT�
IBQQFOFE�UIFSF�UIBU�XFSF�SFBMMZ�JNQPSUBOU�GPS�NF�VT��ThFSF�XBT�
B�GFNBMF�NPEFM
�BOE�BMTP�BOPUIFS�TUVEFOU�XIP�QMBZFE�FMFDUSJD�
HVJUBST�EVSJOH�UIF�MVODI�CSFBLT��*�XBT�ESBXO�UP�UIBU�BOE�CPVHIU�
B�'FOEFS�DPQZ�BU�UIF�1PSUPCFMMP�.BSLFU
�BOE�MBUFS�B�TNBMM�BNQ��

ThJT�NBEF�NF�SFBMMZ�IBQQZ��ThF�PUIFS�JNQPSUBOU�UIJOH�XBT�UIBU�BU�
UIF�DPMMFHF
�UIFSF�XFSF�UXP�CPZT�XIP�LOFX�UIF�4FY�1JTUPMT��SPBEJF�
BOE�JOUSPEVDFE�NF�UP�QVOL��0OF�PG�UIFN�BTLFE�NF�UP�DVU�IJT�IBJS�
CBEMZ
�XIJDI�*�EJE
�BOE�FOKPZFE�EPJOH�TP��(JOB�BOE�*�TUBSUFE�UP�
HP�UP�MPUT�PG�HJHT��&WFSZCPEZ�XBT�TBZJOH�ZPV�EJEO�U�OFFE�UP�LOPX�
IPX�UP�QMBZ�XFMM�UP�EP�TPNFUIJOH�JOUFSFTUJOH�BOE�TUSPOH��&BSMZ�JO�
����
�XF�XFSF�CPUI�TJUUJOH�JO�B�QVCBOE�EFDJEFE�UP�TUBSU�B�CBOE��

I know that seeing The Slits is what ultimately ignited the 
spark. How did you end up at The Slits gig? Was it just 
wonderful dumb luck that you were there? Do you recall 
the bill and the date? 
Gina: *�MJWFE�OFYU�EPPS�UP�1BMNPMJWF�T�TJTUFS
�BOE�XF�IVOH�PVU�B�
MPU��*�LOFX�BCPVU�UIF�CBOE�BOE�XBT�JT�FYDJUFE�UP�TFF�UIFN��ThFZ�
FYDFFEFE�BMM�FYQFDUBUJPOT��*U�XBT�JO�B�WFOVF�JO�)BSMFTEFO��-PUT�PG�
CBOET�QMBZFE
�CVU�ThF�4MJUT�XFSF�TP�BNB[JOH�*�POMZ�SFBMMZ�SFNFNCFS�
UIFN�UIBU�OJHIU�

Ana: *�SFBE�BO�BSUJDMF�XSJUUFO�CZ�7JWJBO�(PMENBO�BCPVU�HJSMCBOET��
*�SFNFNCFS�ThF�4MJUT�BOE�(JSMTDIPPM�XFSF�UXP�PG�UIFN��*�EPO�U�
UIJOL�ThF�4MJUT�IBE�QMBZFE�ZFU
�CVU�7JWJBO�LOFX�BCPVU�UIFN��*�
EJEO�U�UIJOL�XPNFO�XFSFO�U�DBQBCMF�PG�EPJOH�XIBUFWFS
�CVU�UIF�
MJNJUBUJPOT�XFSF�TP�FOHSBWFE�JO�UIF�HFOFSBM�QTZDIF�UIBU�TPNFUIJOH�
MJLF�UIBU�BSUJDMF�IBE�BO�JNQBDU�PO�NF��*�BMTP�IBE�B�CPPL�BCPVU�
HJSM�CBOET��4P
�UP�NF
�JU�XBTO�U�B�DPNQMFUFMZ�TUSBOHF�UIJOH��8IBU�
XBT�FODPVSBHJOH�BU�UIF�UJNF
�XBT�UIF�JEFB�UIBU�ZPV�DPVME�TUBSU�
GSPN�BMNPTU�OPUIJOH��+VTU�LOPXJOH���DIPSET�XBT�FOPVHI�UP�TUBSU�
TPNFUIJOH�PG�WBMVF��

Can you try and describe the experience? 
Gina: 'PS�NF
�JU�XBT�BT�UIPVHI�UIF�XPSME�GFMM�JOUP�QMBDF��"U�MFBTU
�
*�IBE�B�QMBDF�JO�JU��ThFSF�XFSF�GPVS�ZPVOH�XPNFO��MPPLJOH�XJME
�
TJOHJOH�BCPVU�UIJOHT�*�XBT�GBNJMJBS�XJUI
�JO�B�XBZ�UIBU�XBT�NBHJDBM�
UP�NF��.JYFE�VQ
�BOBSDIJD
�DIBPUJD
�NVTJDBM
�MZSJDBM
�BOE�UPUBMMZ�
DSB[Z��*�XPVME�IBWF�HJWFO�BOZUIJOH�UP�TXBQ�QMBDFT�XJUI�POF�PG�
UIFN��	"DUVBMMZ
�*�XBT�GBS�UPP�TIZ�BOE�*�DPVMEO�U�QMBZ�B�OPUF�


Ana: ThFZ�XFSF� USVMZ� JSSFWFSFOU
� BOE� UIBU�XBT�CFBVUJGVM� UP�
XBUDI�NPSF�UIBO�UP�MJTUFO�UP
�BU�UIBU�QPJOU
�BMUIPVHI�UIFZ�BMSFBEZ�
IBE�TPNF�HSFBU�TPOHT
�NBJOMZ�XSJUUFO�CZ�1BMNPMJWF
�XIP�IBE�BMTP�
TUBSUFE�UIF�CBOE��*�XBTO�U�MJLF�UIFN�PS�BTQJSFE�UP�CF�MJLF�UIFN
�CVU�
UIF�GBDU�UIBU�UIFZ�XFSF�MPDBM
�BOE�(JOB�LOFX�1BMNPMJWF�T�TJTUFS
�
NBEF�JU�MPPL�NPSF�QPTTJCMF�UP�TUBSU�B�CBOE��ThFZ�XFSF�SFBM�QFPQMF
�
BT�PQQPTFE�UP�UIF�QFPQMF�PO�UIF�SFDPSET�*�XBT�GBNJMJBS�XJUI�

The other day, someone put a post on Instagram 
that their 10-year-old son had asked, “Mum, can I 

play The Raincoats album when I get home?”
—Ana Da Silva
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NYC 1980 by Andy Freeberg

How quickly did the pieces fall into place for The 
Raincoats?
Gina: 8F�EJEO�U�SFBMMZ�IBWF�UIF�DPOWJDUJPO�PS�DPOGJEF DF
�BU�GJ TU
�
UIBU�JU�XBT�TPNFUIJOH�XF�DPVME�SFBMMZ�EP��*U�UPPL�TPNF�UJNF��"OB�
IBE�B�HVJUBS�BOE�DPVME�QMBZ�B�GFX�DIPSET��4IF�HPU�B�MJUUMF�BNQ�
BOE�BO�FMFDUSJD�HVJUBS��*U�UPPL�NF�MPOHFS
�VOUJM�POF�EBZ�*�XBT�JO�
4PIP�BU�TPNF�BSU�BOE�QPMJUJDT�FWFOU�BU�MVODI�UJNF��*�IBE�B�DPVQMF�
PG�ESJOLT
�BOE�QMVDLFE�VQ�UIF�DPVSBHF�UP�XBML�JOUP�B�HVJUBS�TIPQ�
PO�NZ�PXO
�BOE�BTL�GPS�UIF�DIFBQFTU�CBTT�HVJUBS��*�EJEO�U�EBSF�UFMM�
UIFN�*�IBE�OP�JEFB�IPX�UP�QMBZ�JU��"U�UIF�UJNF
�CMPLFT�XIP�XPSLFE�
JO�HVJUBS�TIPQT�TFFNFE�MJLF�BMJFOT�GSPN�PVUFS�TQBDF�UP�NF
�BOE�*�
UIPVHIU�UIFZ�XPVME�KVTU�MBVHI�UIFJS�IFBET�Pff��DiffFSFOU�UJNFT��*�
UPPL�JU�IPNF�BOE�USJFE�UP�MFBSO�IPX�UP�QMBZ�JU��/P�JOUFSOFU
�OP�XBZ�
UP�MFBSO�FYDFQU�UP�QMPE�BSPVOE��4PNFPOF�UBVHIU�NF�IPX�UP�UVOF�
JU
�BOE�UIFO�*�TQFOU�GPSFWFS�USZJOH�UP�DPQZ�UIF�CBTT�MJOF�JO�i'VOLZ�
,JOHTUPOw�CZ�5PPUT�BOE�UIF�.BZUBMT��"OB�IBE�CFFO�BU�IFS�GBNJMZ�
IPNF�JO�.BEFJSB�GPS�UIF�TVNNFS
�BOE�XIFO�TIF�DBNF�CBDL�XPSE�
XFOU�BSPVOE�UIBU�*�IBE�CPVHIU�B�CBTT�HVJUBS��8F�HPU�UPHFUIFS�
BOE�XJUIJO�B�WFSZ�TIPSU�UJNF
�NZ�OFJHICPVS�3JDIBSE�%VEBOTLJ�
QFSTVBEFE�VT�UP�QMBZ�B�HJH�BU�UIF�5BCFSOBDMF
�TVQQPSUJOH�IJN�BOE�
5ZNPO�%PHH��8F�IBE�NBZCF�GPVS�TPOHT
�BOE�UIFO�XF�QMBZFE�
JOTUSVNFOUBM�JO�&
�KVTU�B�OPJTF�JO�UIF�LFZ�PG�&��"OB�IBT�B�DBTTFUUF�
TPNFXIFSF�

Ana: ThF�JOJUJBM�EFDJTJPO�XBT
�*�UIJOL
�QVSFMZ�GPS�GVO��/PUIJOH�
DBNF�PG�JU
�UP�TUBSU�XJUI��.FBOXIJMF
�*�IBE�HPOF�IPNF�GPS�UIF�

TVNNFS�BOE�TUBSUFE�XSJUJOH�TPOHT��iThF�7PJE
w�i#MBDL�BOE�8IJUF
w�
BOE�*�UIJOL�POF�PS�UXP�NPSF��(JOB�CPVHIU�B�CBTT�BOE�TUBSUFE�UP�
MFBSO�XIJMF�*�XBT�BXBZ��*G�SPDL�NVTJD�IBE�OPU�CFDPNF�TJNQMFS�
BOE�NPSF�EJSFDU
�XF�QSPCBCMZ�XPVME�IBWF�OFWFS�GPVOE�PVU�UIBU�
XF�DPVME�BDUVBMMZ�XSJUF�TPOHT�BOE�VTF�PVS�OFFE�UP�DSFBUF�JO�UIJT�
XBZ��8IFO�*�HPU�CBDL
�(JOB�UPME�NF�TIF�IBE�CFFO�QSBDUJDJOH��*�
BMSFBEZ�LOFX�B�ESVNNFS�</JDL�5VSOFS>�BOE�NZ�flBU�NBUF�<3PTT�
$SJHIUPO>�BMTP�QMBZFE�HVJUBS
�TP�XF�HPU�UPHFUIFS�KVTU�GPS�UIF�GVO�
PG�JU�BOE�TUBSUFE�XPSLJOH�PO�MZSJDT�UIBU�3PTT�IBE�XSJUUFO
�BOE�CZ�
UIF�FOE
�JU�GFMU�BNB[JOH�UP�IBWF�B�TPOH�UIBU�TPVOEFE�TP�DPNQMFUF��
*U�SFBMMZ�JT�BO�BNB[JOH
�SFXBSEJOH�GFFMJOH��8F�UIFO�TUBSUFE�UP�XPSL�
PO�NZ�TPOHT�BMTP��*�TUBSUFE�TJOHJOH�UIFN�KVTU�CFDBVTF�UIFSF�XBT�
OPCPEZ�FMTF�XIP�XBOUFE�UP�TJOH��&WFOUVBMMZ�(JOB�BMTP�TUBSUFE�
XSJUJOH�MZSJDT��0O��UI�/PWFNCFS�����
�XF�EJE�PVS�WFSZ�GJ TU�BOE�
IVHFMZ�OFSWF�XSBDLJOH�HJH��8F�QMBZFE�BCPVU���PS���TPOHT��0OF�
PG�UIFN�XBT�B�NFEMFZ�PG�i)FZ
�)FZ
�8F�SF�ThF�3BJODPBUT�w�	3PTT�
XSPUF�B�WFSTF�EFTDSJCJOH�FBDI�POF�PG�VT
�BOE�ZFT�JU�XBT�BO�iBEBQ�
UBUJPOw�PG�ThF�.POLFFT��TPOH
��"O�JOTUSVNFOUBM�JO�&
�UIFO�HPJOH�
JOUP�i3FBM�(PPE�5JNF�5PHFUIFSw�CZ�-PV�3FFE��8F�EJE�JU�CFDBVTF�
ThF�1BUUJ�4NJUI�(SPVQ�IBE�EPOF�JU�MJWF��ThF�HJH�XFOU�EPXO�RVJUF�
XFMM
�BOE�PVS�GSJFOET�XFSF�HFOFSPVT�XJUI�UIFJS�DPNNFOUT��8F�HPU�
UIF�UBTUF�GPS�JU�

What were the early Raincoats days like? How did the 
scene react?
Gina: 7FSZ�NJYFE��4PNF�MPWFE�VT
�NBOZ�IBUFE�VT��8F�XFSFO�U�GVO
�
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DSB[Z
�HPSHFPVT�MJLF�UIF�4MJUT��8F�XFSF�TIZ
�NPSF�JOUSPWFSUFE
�BOE�
XPSF�GVOOZ�DMPUIFT��"OE�BT�NZ�GSJFOE�/FBM�#SPXO�TBJE
�XF�iIBE�
B�MPPL�w�*U�KVTU�XBTO�U�B�MPPL�UIBU�BOZPOF�XBT�VTFE�UP
�FTQFDJBMMZ�
XJUI�HJSMT�VQ�PO�B�TUBHF

Ana: 8F�OFWFS�SFBMMZ�TBU�EPXO�UP�NBLF�CJH�EFDJTJPOT
�BOE�UIBU�
JODMVEFE�XIBU�TPSU�PG�NVTJD�XF�XFSF�HPJOH�UP�QMBZ��5IJ HT�BMXBZT�
UFOEFE�UP�FWPMWF�PSHBOJDBMMZ��4P
�NVTJDBMMZ�BOE�MZSJDBMMZ
�FBDI�POF�
PG�VT�XBT�FYQSFTTJOH�IFSTFMG�JO�B�QBSUJDVMBS�XBZ
�EFQFOEJOH�PO�
DIBSBDUFS
�UBTUFT
�CBDLHSPVOE
�FUD��*U�XBT�UIF�diffFSFODFT�PS�NJY�PG�
UIFTF�GPVS�QFPQMF�UIBU�DSFBUFE�UIF�TPSU�PG�NVTJD�XF�QMBZFE��#VU
�PG�
DPVSTF
�XF�MJWFE�JO�B�QBSUJDVMBS�UJNF
�BOE�QVOL�IFBWJMZ�JOGPSNFE�
UIJT�FBSMZ�CPEZ�PG�XPSL��ThFSFGPSF
�JU�TPVOEFE�JNNFEJBUF�BOE�MPVE��

The lineup changed a bit in the very early days, including 
both men and women, and even Kate Korus, who was 
a Slit and went on to form The Mo-Dettes. Finally, you 
landed on Vicky and Palmolive, who was also an ex Slit, 
the lineup that recorded the first single and LP. Was there 
a conscious decision made to become an all-female 
band, or to work with ex-members of The Slits? 
Gina: 0I
�JU�XBT�BMM�KVTU�XIP�XBT�BSPVOE��*G�TPNFPOF�XBT�UISPXO�
PVU�PG�B�CBOE�UIBU�XF�MJLFE�BOE�XF�OFFEFE�TPNFPOF
�JU�KVTU�NBEF�
TFOTF��*U�BMM�TIPPL�EPXO�FWFOUVBMMZ��8F�IBE�NJYFE�GFFMJOHT�BCPVU�
UIF�BMM�GFNBMF�UIJOH��8F�IBE�NFO�JO�UIF�HSPVQ
�BOE�UIFO�XF�EJEO�U
�
BOE�UIFO�XF�EJE��*U�XBT�JOUFSFTUJOH
�CFJOH�BMM�GFNBMF
�BT�JU�HBWF�VT�BO�
PQQPSUVOJUZ�UP�GFFM�NPSF�VOJOIJCJUFE�BCPVU�PVS�MBDL�PG�LOPXMFEHF�
PS�FYQFSJFODF�

Ana: *�SFNFNCFS�GFFMJOH�RVJUF�TUSPOHMZ�UIBU�UIF�JEFBM�TJUVBUJPO�
XPVME�CF�UIBU�QFPQMF�PG�CPUI�TFYFT�TIPVME�XPSL�UPHFUIFS�BOE�TUSJWF�
GPS�TJNJMBS�UIJOHT��8F�XFOU�UISPVHI�TPNF�DIBOHFT�PG�QFSTPOOFM��
3JDIBSE�%VEBOTLJ�KPJOFE�VT�GPS�B�CJU
�VOUJM�1BMNPMJWF�MFGU ThF�4MJUT
�
BOE�IF�TVHHFTUFE�UIBU�TIF�TIPVME�XPSL�XJUI�VT��4P�1BMNPMJWF�EJE�
KPJO�VT
�XIJDI�NBEF�(JOB�BOE�*�SFBMMZ�IBQQZ��8F�DPVMEO�U�CFMJFWF�
PVS�MVDL��8F�MPWFE�UIF�XBZ�TIF�QMBZFE�BOE�UIF�KPZ�TIF�HBWF�PVU��
6OUJM�XBUDIJOH�IFS
�*�IBE�OFWFS�VOEFSTUPPE�ESVNT�PS�OPUJDFE�
UIFN��ThFZ�XFSF�KVTU�UIFSF
�JO�UIF�CBDLHSPVOE��4P
�UIJT�XBT�SFBMMZ�
BO�JNQPSUBOU�TUFQ�GPS�VT��#FDBVTF�TIF�IBE�CFFO�JO�BO�BMM�GFNBMF�
CBOE
�ThF�4MJUT
�TIF�XBT�LFFO�JO�DPOUJOVJOH�UIBU�XJUI�VT�UPP��4IF�
QVU�BO�BE�JO�B�CPPLTIPQ�GPS�B�GFNBMF�LFZCPBSE�PS�WJPMJO�QMBZFS
�
BOE�7JDLZ�"TQJOBMM�BOTXFSFE��5I T�XBT�UIF�GJ TU�UJNF�XF�XFSF�BO�
BMM�GFNBMF�CBOE��8JUI�UIJT�MJOFVQ
�XF�EFWFMPQFE�UIF�TPOHT�XF�
BMSFBEZ�IBE�BOE�XPSLFE�PO�OFX�POFT�BOE
�FWFOUVBMMZ
�SFDPSEFE�
UIF�GJ TU�FQ�BOE�GJ TU�BMCVN��"U�UIJT�UJNF
�4IJSMFZ�TUBSUFE�XPSLJOH�

XJUI�VT�JO�UIF�NBOBHFSJBM�TJEF�PG�UIJOHT��4P
�GSPN�UIJT�QPJOU�PO
�
UIFSF�XFSF�fiWF�PG�VT�XPSLJOH�UPHFUIFS��

Was this when you started recording and getting out of 
London? 
Gina: 0ODF�1BMNPMJWF�KPJOFE
�XF�EFGJO UFMZ�GFMU�FYDJUFE�BOE�LJOE�
PG�DPNQMFUF��*�EPO�U�SFNFNCFS�FYBDUMZ�IPX�JU�IBQQFOFE��*�UIJOL�
3PVHI�5SBEF�IBE�B�TUVEJP�CPPLFE�UIBU�XBTO�U�CFJOH�VTFE��4UJff�
-JUUMF�'JOHFST�GJO TIFE�FBSMZ
�BOE�XF�XFSF�BTLFE�JG�XF�XBOUFE�UP�
VTF�UIF�UJNF��0S�NBZCF�UIBU�XBT�CFGPSF
�XIFO�XF�EJE�B�EFNP�
XJUI�1BUSJDL�,FJMMFS�PO�HVJUBS��.BZP�ThPNQTPO�IBE�CFFO�BTLFE�
UP�DPNF�UP�PVS�SFIFBSTBM�UP�XPSL�XJUI�VT�PO�UIF�TPVOE�GPS�UIF�
��USBDL�TJOHMF��)F�IFMQFE�VT�QVTI�PVSTFMWFT�GVSUIFS�PVU�UIFSF�BOE�
UIBU�XBT�HPPE��

Ana: *O�����
�XF�IBE�KVTU�DPNF�CBDL�GSPN�UPVSJOH�&OHMBOE
�BftFS�
SFMFBTJOH�PVS�GJ TU�TJOHMF
�BOE�XF�XFOU�JOUP�UIF�TUVEJP�UP�SFDPSE�PVS�
GJ TU�BMCVN
5I �3BJODPBUT��ThF�SFDPSEJOH�XBT�WFSZ�NVDI�MJLF�B�MJWF�
QFSGPSNBODF�XJUI�IBSEMZ�BOZ�PWFSEVCT��8F�GFMU�UIBU�BOZUIJOH�XBT�
QPTTJCMF��8F�EJEO�U�XBOU�UP�GPMMPX�BOZ�SVMFT�PG�IPX�UP�TUSVDUVSF�
PVS�NVTJD�PS�IPX�UP�QSFTFOU�JU��8F�XFSF�BMXBZT�FYQMPSJOH�BOE�
SJTLJOH�JEFBT
�JOTUFBE�PG�MFBSOJOH�PUIFS�QFPQMF�T�TPOHT
�BOE�UIFO�
XF�XPVME�VTF�UIBU�LOPXMFEHF�UP�XSJUF�PVS�PXO�NVTJD��*�UIJOL�UIJT�
BQQSPBDI�NBEF�PVS�TPOHT�TPVOE�EJffFSFOU�UP�FBDI�PUIFS
�BOE�FBDI�
BMCVN�WFSZ�diffFSFOU�GSPN�UIF�POF�CFGPSF�JU��

What were the early out of town gigs like? 
Gina��0VU�PG�-POEPO�XBT�diffFSFOU�JO�UIBU�XF�TUBZFE�JO�CPBSEJOH�
IPVTFT�BOE�DIFBQ�IPUFMT��*�XBT�B�QSPWJODJBM�HJSM�BftFS�BMM��ThF�HJHT�
XFSF�BMXBZT�WFSZ�XFMM�BUUFOEFE��#Z�UIFO
�UIF�XPSE�PG�QVOL�IBE�
TQSFBE��*�IBUFE�UIF�UPVS
�CFDBVTF�FWFSZ�OJHIU
�*�XBT�USZJOH�UP�QMBZ�
BOE�QFSGPSN�UIJOHT�UIBU�*�XBT�TUJMM�USZJOH�UP�HFU�B�IBOEMF�PO��8F�
XFSFO�U�XJME
�XF�XFSF�KVTU�LJOE�PG�FYQPTFE��*�EJEO�U�LOPX�JG�UIJT�
XBT�XIBU�*�XBOUFE�GSPN�MJGF�BftFS�BMM�

Ana: 8F�QMBZFE�NBJOMZ�JO�DMVCT
�CVU�BMTP�DPMMFHFT
�CJH�WFOVFT
�
GFTUJWBMT
�SBEJP
�BOE�UFMFWJTJPO��*�NVTU�BEE�UIBU�*�MPWF�QMBZJOH�MJWF��

How did you get involved with Rough Trade and Geoff 
and Mayo? Was it as magical as it seemed?
Gina: "OB�LOFX�(FPGG UISPVHI�IFS�DPVTJO�.BOVFM
�XIP�IBE�B�
TUBMM�PO�1PSUPCFMMP�BOE�TPME�SFDPSET
�BNPOHTU�PUIFS�UIJOHT��(FPGG
JOUSPEVDFE�VT�UP�.BZP��*U�XBT�BMM�RVJUF�NBHJDBM
�BDUVBMMZ��*U�JT�GVOOZ�
UIPVHI
�CFDBVTF�XIFO�ZPV�BSF�MJWJOH�JU�BT�B�ZPVOH�QFSTPO
�BMM�OFX�
FYQFSJFODFT�BSF�KVTU�XIBU�IBQQFOT�UP�ZPV��0OF�TUFQ�JO�GSPOU�PG�UIF�

Punk was a good fit, and actually I do remember 
thinking, “I am so lucky to be alive at this moment 
in time.” Punk felt like a revolution, like we had a 
stake in the world. Things were gonna change for the 
better. Then, Margaret Thatcher came to power!
—Gina Birch
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PUIFS
�BOE�ZPV�LFFQ�ZPVS�FZFT�BOE�FBST�PQFO�UP�UIJOHT�UIBU�TFFN�
UP�CF�XIFSF�ZPV�NJHIU�CFMPOH��1VOL�XBT�B�HPPE�fiU
�BOE�BDUVBMMZ�*�
EP�SFNFNCFS�UIJOLJOH
�i*�BN�TP�MVDLZ�UP�CF�BMJWF�BU�UIJT�NPNFOU�
JO�UJNF�w�1VOL�LJOE�PG�GFMU�MJLF�B�SFWPMVUJPO�UP�NF
�MJLF�XF�IBE�B�
TUBLF�JO�UIF�XPSME��5IJ HT�XFSF�HPOOB�DIBOHF�GPS�UIF�CFUUFS��ThFO
�
.BSHBSFU�ThBUDIFS�DBNF�UP�QPXFS�

Ana: *�GFMU�WFSZ�IPOPVSFE�UIBU�(FPGG BTLFE�NF�UP�XPSL�JO�UIF�
TIPQ��*�XBT�TP�IBQQZ��"�MPU�PG�QFPQMF�IVOH�PVU�UIFSF
�FTQFDJBMMZ�
PO�4BUVSEBZT��8F�TPME�GBO[JOFT�BOE�CBEHFT�UPP��1FPQMF�GPSNFE�
CBOET�JO�UIFSF��1VOL�XBT�NPSF�UIBO�KVTU�NVTJD��*U�SFBMMZ�XBT�BCPVU�
QVTIJOH�CPVOEBSJFT�JO�NBOZ�BTQFDUT�PG�MJGF
�MJLF�TFMG�FYQSFTTJPO�
BOE�QPMJUJDT��ThF�NVTJD�XBT�JUT�DPSF
�CVU�UIFSF�XFSF�PUIFS�UIJOHT
�
MJLF�GBO[JOFT
�XIFSF�QFPQMF�DPVME�TBZ�XIBU�UIFZ�XBOUFE
�BOE�
SFGM DU�JEFBT�BCPVU�NVTJD
�BSU
�HSBQIJD�EFTJHO
�BOE�GBTIJPO
�BOE�
TIPX�OFX�XBZT�PG�QSFTFOUJOH�BMM�UIJT�PO�QBQFS��"MM�UIFTF�BTQFDUT�
XFSF�DIBOHJOH
�BOE�SFDPSE�TIPQT
�MBCFMT
�FUD��XFSF�CFJOH�DSFBUFE��

Mayo Thompson produced the first 7" and lp and Gina, 
you ended up playing in Red Krayola. What was it like 
working with him?
Gina: *�LOFX�OPUIJOH�BCPVU�.BZP�PS�3FE�$SBZPMB�BU�UIF�UJNF��*�
EJE�CFDPNF�WFSZ�GBNJMJBS�XJUI�BMM�UIFJS�SFDPSET��4PMEJFS�5BML�IBE�
KVTU�DPNF�PVU
�BOE�*�MJTUFOFE�UP�UIBU�FOEMFTTMZ��0WFS�BOE�PWFS�BHBJO��
8IFO�XF�XFSF�SFDPSEJOH�PVU�GJ TU�TJOHMF
�*�QJDLFE�VQ�B�HVJUBS�JO�
UIF�TUVEJP
�BOE�TP�EJE�.BZP
�BOE�XF�KVTU�TUBSUFE�QMBZJOH�UPHFUIFS��
*U�GFMU�SFBMMZ�HPPE��.BZP�XBT�BMXBZT�GVOOZ
�HSFBU�UP�IBOH�PVU�XJUI
�
QVTIFE�VT�GVSUIFS
�FODPVSBHFE�VT��*O�3FE�$SBZPMB
�IF�UPPL�VT�
UP�QMBDFT�XF�XPVMEO�U�IBWF�HPOF
�BOE�JOUFSFTUJOH�BSU�FWFOUT��"SU�
#BTFM
�GPS�FYBNQMF
�BOE�BSU�GFTUJWBMT�JO�NBOZ�diffFSFOU�DPVOUSJFT
�
BOE
�GVOOJMZ�FOPVHI�OPX�FWFO�UIF�GJ TU�.D%POBMET�JO�UIF�6,��
*U�XBT�HSFBU�CFJOH�JO�3FE�$SBZPMB�XJUI�&QJD�BOE�-PSB
�BOE�MBUFS�
+FTTF�$IBNCFSMBJO
�BOE�BMM�TPSUT�PG�diffFSFOU�QFPQMF�PWFS�UIF�ZFBST��
8F�MFBSOFE�B�MPU��8F�BMTP�XPSLFE�BU�$POOJF�1MBOL�T�TUVEJP
�XIJDI�
XBT�HSFBU�GVO��*U�XBT�BNB[JOH�UP�IBOH�PVU�XJUI�$POOJF
�BOE�IJT�
QMBDF�XBT�BNB[JOH��6OGPSUVOBUFMZ
�UIFSF�XBT�UIJT�JEFB�JU�TIPVME�
CF�QPQ
�BOE�XF�KVTU�XFSFO�U��8F�TIPVME�OPU�IBWF�WFFSFE�BOZXIFSF�
OFBS�UIBU�

Ana: 8IFO�XF�XFSF�XPSLJOH�GPS�UIF�TJOHMFT�i'BJSZUBMF�JO�UIF�
4VQFSNBSLFU
w�i*O�-PWF
w�BOE�i"EWFOUVSFT�$MPTF�UP�)PNF
w�.BZP
�
XIP�XBT�HPJOH�UP�QSPEVDF�JU
�DBNF�UP�SFIFBSTBM�BOE�IFMQFE�VT�
UVSO�UIF�WJPMJO�JOUP�B�NPSF�7FMWFU�6OEFSHSPVOE�TPVOE��ThBU�XBT�

B�CBOE�XF�SFBMMZ�MPWFE��*�XPVME�TUJMM�IBWF�UIFJS�GJ TU�BMCVN�BT�POF�
PG�NZ�BMM�UJNF�GBWPSJUF�fiWF��ThBU�T�BT�OFBS�BT�XF�HPU�UP�TUSJWJOH�GPS�
B�QBSUJDVMBS�TPVOE
�CVU�JU�XBT�B�SFBMMZ�JNQPSUBOU�TUFQ
�CFDBVTF�UIF�
WJPMJO�CFDBNF�TVDI�B�TUSPOH�FMFNFOU�JO�PVS�TPVOE��QJFSDJOH�BOE�
EBOHFSPVT
�BT�PQQPTFE�UP�QMFBTBOU�BOE�EFDPSBUJWF��*U�T�XIBU�ZPV�
EP�XJUI�BO�JOTUSVNFOU�UIBU�NBUUFST��

How did the typical lunk head punks react to this infiltra-
tion in to their Boys’ Club? Do you have any dirt on who 
resisted and who welcomed you? 
Gina: /PU�SFBMMZ��3PVHI�5SBEF�BOE�(FPGG5SBWJT�XFSF�QBSUJDVMBSMZ�
TVQQPSUJWF�PG�XPNFO
�JO�CPUI�CBOET�BOEBMM�TPSUT�PG�SPMFT�XJUIJO�
UIF�MBCFM��ThFSF�XBT�OP�OBJM�QPMJTIFE
�DPiffVSFE�SFDFQUJPOJTU�BU�
3PVHI�5SBEF
�VOMJLF�JO�PUIFS�NBKPS�MBCFMT��ThF�NBMF�CBOET�BU�
3PVHI�5SBEF�XFSF�BMTP�WFSZ�XFMDPNJOH
�TVQQPSUJWF
�BOE�GBOT�PG�UIF�
GFNBMF�CBOET��ThFSF�XFSF�JTTVFT�PG�DPVSTF
�BU�UJNFT
�XJUI�EJffFSFOU�
QFPQMF��#VU��XBUFS�VOEFS�UIF�CSJEHF��)B�

Ana: "T�GBS�BT�UIF�QSFTT�HPFT
�ZPV�USZ�OPU�UP�HFU�EJTQJSJUFE�CZ�CBE�
SFWJFXT��-PUT�PG�UJNFT
�UIFJS�OFHBUJWF�DPNNFOUT�BSF�CBTFE�PO�SFBMMZ�
TJMMZ�QSFNJTFT
�BOE�TP�B�CBE�SFWJFX�FOET�VQ�CFJOH�B�HPPE�POF��*G�
JU�T�JOUFMMJHFOU�DSJUJDJTN
�ZPV�DBO�DIPPTF�UP�UBLF�JU�PO�CPBSE�PS�OPU
�
CF�JU�OFHBUJWF�PS�QPTJUJWF��1FPQMF�BSF�QBJE�UP�MJTUFO�UP�TPNFUIJOH�
DBSFGVMMZ�BOE�DPNNFOU�PO�JU
�TP�UIFZ�BMTP�IBWF�B�SFTQPOTJCJMJUZ�
UP�CF�DPOTDJFOUJPVT�JO�XIBU�UIFZ�EP�BOE�TIPVME�UIJOL�DBSFGVMMZ�
CFGPSF�UIFZ�XSJUF�B�DSJUJRVF��ThFZ�BSF�TVQQPTFE�UP�CF�HVJEJOH�UIF�
CVZJOH�QVCMJD�UP�DIPPTF�BNPOHTU�UIF�FOPSNPVT�BNPVOU�PG�XPSL�
BWBJMBCMF
�TP�UIBU�QSPGFTTJPO�TIPVMEO�U�CF�UBLFO�VQ�MJHIUMZ
�BT�JU�DBO�
CF�PG�HSFBU�inflVFODF��ThF�POMZ�UJNF�*�XBT�PffFOEFE�CZ�BOZ�KPVS�
OBMJTUT�XBT�JG�UIFZ�UBSHFUFE�B�HSPVQ�PG�QFPQMF�BOE�NBEF�BHFJTU�PS�
TFYJTU�DPNNFOUT�UIBU�XFSF�QVSFMZ�CBTFE�PO�UIF�GBDU�UIBU�XF�XFSF�
FJUIFS�UPP�PME�GPS�UIFJS�UBTUF
�PS�EJEO�U�fiU�JO�UIFJS�SFDFJWFE�WJFX�PG�
XPNFO��*�XBT�OPU�PffFOEFE�QFSTPOBMMZ
�CVU�BT�B�IVNBO�CFJOH
�GPS�
UIF�HSPVQ�PG�QFPQMF�JO�RVFTUJPO��*�UIJOL�UIBU�PO�UIF�XIPMF
�XSJUFST�
HBWF�VT�HPPE�SFWJFXT
�BOE�NBEF�PVS�SFDPSET�TJOHMFT�PS�BMCVNT�PG�
UIF�XFFL�JO�UIFJS�QBQFS�PS�NBHB[JOF��

Was there any particular band or artist that you felt a 
special alliance with? Or a rivalry?
Gina: 8F�BMXBZT�HPU�PO�XFMM�XJUI�4XFMM�.BQT
�4DSJUUJ�1PMJUUJ
�
,MFFOFY
�BOE�QSPCBCMZ�MPBET�PG�PUIFST��*�LOPX�7JW�"MCFSUJOF�
EJEO�U�MJLF�UIF�JEFB�PG�VT�IFBSJOH�XIBU�UIF�4MJUT�XFSF�EPJOH��0G�
DPVSTF
�*�XBT�JOUFSFTUFE
�CVU�JU�XBTO�U�TPNFUIJOH�UIBU�CPUIFSFE�

Some things you know. Others are second hand, or 
hidden. Obviously, everyone is a fruit of their time and 
history, and it is within this framework that you move, 
choose paths, seek inspiration, and hopefully have 
something to give, something that in turn will make 
someone else’s heart beat faster.
—Ana Da Silva
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NF��*U�TFFNT�RVJUF�GVOOZ�OPX��ThF�.P�EFUUFT�UIPVHIU�XF�XFSF�B�
CJU�CPSJOH
�*�UIJOL��ThFSF�XBT�BO�JEFB�UIBU�XF�TIPVME�USZ�UP�FOEFBS�
PVSTFMWFT�B�CJU�NPSF�UP�UIF�BVEJFODF��*�N�HMBE
�OPX
�UIBU�XF�EJEO�U��
8IFO�)FMFO�3FEEJOHUPO�XSPUF�IFS�CPPL�ThF�-PTU�8PNFO�PG�3PDL
�
$BSPMJOF�$PPOUISFX�B�MBVODI�QBSUZ�GPS�JU
�BOE�TP�NBOZ�XPNFO�
GSPN�QVOL�BOE�QPTU�QVOL�CBOET�XFSF�JOWJUFE��4P
�ZFBST�MBUFS
�BMM�
UIF�FYQFSJFODF
�BOE�BMM�UIF�UIJOHT�XF�IBE�JO�DPNNPO�XFSF�WFSZ�
CPOEJOH��8F�XFSF�BMM�TPNFIPX�TUSFOHUIFOFE�BOE�DIBOHFE�CZ�XIBU�
IBE�IBQQFOFE�UP�VT�JO�UIPTF�CBOET��

Ana: *�GFMU�SFBMMZ�DMPTF�UP�,MFFOFY
�4DSJUUJ�1PMJUUJ
�:PVOH�.BSCMF�
(JBOUT
�(P�#FUXFFOT
�CVU�NBJOMZ�UP�4XFMM�.BQT�BMNPTU�MJLF�
GBNJMZ��&QJD�TUBZFE�JO�NZ�flBU�GPS�BCPVU�B�NPOUI��)F�XBT�B�WFSZ�
OJDF�QFSTPO��"MM�PG�UIFN��HSFBU�QFPQMF��8F�EJE�B�GFX�HJHT�UPHFUIFS
�
BOE�PDDBTJPOBMMZ�QMBZFE�JO�FBDI�PUIFS�T�CBOET��&QJD�BOE�/JLLJ�BMTP�
XPSLFE�BU�UIF�3PVHI�5SBEF�TIPQ�TPNFUJNFT�

When did you first come over to the states? What were 
those early US shows like? 
Gina: *�UIJOL�ZPV�TIPVME�BTL�TPNFPOF�XIP�XBT�UIFSF��)JMBSZ�
+BFHFS�PG�5JFS��
�PS�"NZ�3JHCZ��*U�BMM�TFFNFE�QSFUUZ�EBNO�FYDJUJOH�

UP�NF��/FX�:PSL�GFMU�DPPM��ThF�FYDIBOHF�SBUF�XBT�BNB[JOH
�BOE�
ZPV�DPVME�XBML�FWFSZXIFSF�JO�.BOIBUUBO��'PPE�XBT�JODSFEJCMF�*�
SFNFNCFS�FBUJOH�IPNF�GSJFT�BOE�FHHT�PWFS�FBTZ�	XIP�LOFX 
�JO�
UIF�1PMJTI�DBGFT�GPS�CSFBLGBTU
�BOE�BU�UIF�PUIFS�FOE�PG�UIF�TDBMF�XF�
IBE�UBIJOJ�BOE�BMGBMGB�TQSPVUT�GPS�UIF�GJ TU�UJNF
�BOE�BMM�TPSUT�PG�
PUIFS�OFX�DVMJOBSZ�FYQFSJFODFT�.BOIBUUBO�XBT�EFMJDJPVTMZ�SVO�
EPXO�JO�UIF�QBSUT�XF�XFSF�JO��-POEPO�XBT�WFSZ�SVO�EPXO�UIFO�
UPP
�CVU�JO�B�WFSZ�diffFSFOU�XBZ��*O�-POEPO�XF�DPVME�MJWF�DIFBQMZ�
JO�TRVBUT
�BOE�XF�BMTP�IBE�TPNF�LJOE�PG�TUBUF�CFOefiUT
�XIJDI�
TVCTJEJTFE�PVS�BSUJTUJD�FOEFBWPVST�

Ana: (PJOH�UP�/FX�:PSL�IBE�B�CJH�JNQBDU�PO�NF��"ftFS�UIBU
�B�MPU�
PG�NZ�ESFBNT�XFSF�IBQQFOJOH�JO�/FX�:PSL
�FWFO�JG�JU�EJEO�U�MPPL�
MJLF�JU��*�IBE�TFFO�TP�NBOZ�fiMNT�UIBU�IBQQFOFE�UIFSF
�TP�*�UIPVHIU�JU�
MPPLFE�MJLF�B�fiMN�TFUUJOH��ThF�VTB �JT�TP�diffFSFOU�GSPN�UIF�6,�BOE�
GSPN�1PSUVHBM
�XIFSF�*�DPNF�GSPN��4P
�UIFTF�USJQT�XFSF�QBSU�PG�NZ�
BEWFOUVSF��1FPQMF�TFFN�UP�MJLF�VT�JO�UIF�64"�BOE�IBWF�CFFO�WFSZ�
XFMDPNJOH��"�GFX�ZFBST�BHP
�XF�XFOU�UP�UIF�&BTU�$PBTU�GPS�UIF�GJ TU�
UJNF
�XIJDI�XBT�BNB[JOH�UPP
�BT�XF�IBE�TP�NBOZ�FNPUJPOBM�BOE�
NVTJDBM�DPOOFDUJPOT�XJUI�TPNF�QFPQMF�UIFSF
�BOE�GSJFOET��#FJOH�
JO�B�CBOE�UBLFT�ZPV�UP�TP�NBOZ�OFX�QMBDFT�BOE�QSPWJEFT�TP�NBOZ�

BNB[JOH�DPOOFDUJPOT�BOE�GSJFOETIJQT�

How aware were you of what was 
happening in the States at that time?
Gina: *�XBT�TP�OBJWF��*�KVTU�UPPL�JU�POF�EBZ�
BU�B�UJNF��.FFUJOH�XIP�*�NFU��ThF�QFPQMF�
*�NFU�XFSF�NVDI�MFTT�TUBOE�PffiTI�UIBO�JO�
-POEPO
�SFBMMZ�GSJFOEMZ
�TP�JU�XBT�FBTZ�UP�
IBOH�PVU�XJUI�QFPQMF��ThFSF�XBT�EFGJO UFMZ�B�
MPU�PG�IFSPJO�BCPVU
�CVU�*�NFU�NBOZ�JOUFSFTU�
JOH�QFPQMF��*U�GFMU�BT�UIPVHI�ZPV�DPVME�IBOH�
PVU�BOE�UBML�UP�BOZPOF�UIFSF��4P�diffFSFOU�
GSPN�UIF�QJDLZ�TDFOF�JO�-POEPO��.BZCF�
JU�T�KVTU�BCPVU�OPU�CFJOH�PO�ZPVS�PXO�UVSG��
:PV�GFFM�NPSF�MJCFSBUFE��*�EPO�U�SFBMMZ�LOPX�

Ana: ThFSF�XFSF�RVJUF�B�GFX�CBOET�UIBU�
*�SFBMMZ�MPWFE�BOE�UIBU�JOTQJSFE�NF
�MJLF�
ThF�1BUUJ�4NJUI�(SPVQ
�5FMFWJTJPO
�5BMLJOH�
)FBET
�3JDIBSE�)FMM�BOE�UIF�7PJEPJET
�FUD�
�
CVU�*�EJEO�U�UIJOL�BCPVU�NFFUJOH�UIFN��*�
XBT�KVTU�IBQQZ�UP�HP�BOE�TFF�UIFN��*�BMTP�
MJTUFOFE�UP�UIFJS�SFDPSET�DPOTUBOUMZ�

Odyshape was even more experi-
mental than the s/t release. Were 
you trying to go in a different direc-
tion for any specific reason, or was 
this a natural progression? 
Gina:0EZTIBQFXBT�B�OBUVSBM�QSPHSFTTJPO��
*�UIJOL�JG�*OHSJE�IBE�TUBZFE�JU�NJHIU�IBWF�
CFFO�MFTT�diffFSFOU
�CVU�BftFS�TIF�MFGU BOE�
XF�EJEO�U�IBWF�B�ESVNNFS
�UIF�TPOHT�XFSF�
XSJUUFO�WFSZ�TUSBOHFMZ
�XFBWJOH�PEE�UJN�
JOHT�BOE�MFBOJOH�PO�FBDI�PUIFS�JO�PEE�XBZT��
"OE�TP�JU�HPFT�
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Ana: 0EZTIBQF�XBT�B�MPU�NPSF�TQBDJPVT
�BOE�XF�VTFE�MPUT�PG�BDPVT�
UJD�JOTUSVNFOUT�BOE�OPJTFT�OP�BDPVTUJD�HVJUBST
�UIPVHI�BOE�
TPNF�QFPQMF�UIPVHIU�JU�XBT�B�CJU�GPMLZ��0UIFST�GPVOE�JU�FYQFSJNFO�
UBM��5I T�TIPXT�XF�EJEO�U�SFBMMZ�fiU
�PS�XBOUFE�UP�fiU
�JO�B�QBSUJDVMBS�
TUZMF�PS�HFOSF��5IJ HT�FWPMWFE�RVJUF�TJNQMZ��'PS�JOTUBODF
�XIFO�XF�
XFOU�UP�QMBZ�PO�UIF�&BTU�$PBTU�PG�UIF�VTB 
�XF�CPVHIU�B�LBMJNCB
�
B�TISVUJ�CPY
�BOE�B�CBMBQIPOF��ThFZ�BSF�BT�GBS�GSPN�QVOL�BT�ZPV�
DBO�HFU
�CVU�XF�EJEO�U�UIJOL�JO�UIPTF�UFSNT��8F�MJLFE�UIFJS�TPVOE
�
BOE�XF�VTFE�UIFN�NJYFE�VQ�XJUI�NPSF�FEHZ�TPVOET�PO�i0OMZ�
-PWFE�BU�/JHIU
w�i4IPVUJOH�0VU�-PVE
w�BOE�i"OE�ThFO�*U�T�0,
w�
SFTQFDUJWFMZ��8F�KVTU�BMXBZT�USJFE�XIBU�DBNF�UP�PVS�IFBET��

You took a break after Moving came out. Were there 
always plans to come back or was the future of the band 
up in the air? 
Gina: "ftFS�.PWJOH
�*�UIJOL�XF�IBE�BMM�IBE�FOPVHI��8IFO�XF�
TUPQQFE
�XF�BMM�XBOUFE�diffFSFOU�UIJOHT��NBLJOH�fiMNT
�EPJOH�
TPVOEUSBDLT
�IBOHJOH�PVU��*U�XBT�TP�NVDI�MBUFS
�XIFO�SJPU�HSSM�
IBQQFOFE
�UIBU�XF�HPU�SFBMMZ�FYDJUFE�BHBJO��*�UIJOL�UIF�BUNPTQIFSF
�
UIF�[FJUHFJTU�IBT�B�MPU�UP�EP�XJUI�VT�XBOUJOH�UP�QMBZ�UPHFUIFS�BHBJO��
0G�DPVSTF
�UIF�BEWFOU�PG�DE T�NFBOU�UIF�SFDPSET�XFSF�CFJOH�SF�SF�
MFBTFE
�TP�UIBU�XBT�B�DBUBMZTU�GPS�QMBZJOH�NBZCF�POF�PS�UXP�TIPXT
�

BOE�XF�GFMU�DPNGPSUBCMF�UPHFUIFS�BHBJO
�GPS�B�XIJMF�BU�MFBTU��*�EJE�
MPUT�PG�diffFSFOU�UIJOHT�JO�UIF�ZFBST�KVTU�BftFS�.PWJOH��3FE�,SBZPMB
�
PG�DPVSTF��8PSLFE�BU�3PVHI�5SBEF�GPS�B�TIPSU�XIJMF
�XPSLFE�
PO�TPNF�fiMN�TIPPUT
�GPSNFE�%PSPUIZ�XJUI�7JDLZ�"TQJOBMM
�BOE�
SFMFBTFE�TPNF�NVTJD�PO�#MVF�(VJUBS�$ISZTBMJT��*�NBEF�fiMNT�BOE�
TUBSUFE�EJSFDUJOH�NVTJD�WJEFPT�UPP��*�NBEF�B�MPU�GPS�3PVHI�5SBEF�
CBOET
�BOE�UIBU�XBT�SFBMMZ�FYDJUJOH�BOE�GVO��*�BMTP�TQFOU�B�DPVQMF�
PG�ZFBST�BU�UIF�3PZBM�$PMMFHF�PG�"SU�TUVEZJOH�fiMN��*�DBO�U�SFBMMZ�
SFNFNCFS�JU�BMM��+VTU�EPJOH�TUuff
�BMM�UIF�UJNF�

Ana: *U�XBTO�U�KVTU�B�CSFBL��*U�XBT�B�CSFBLVQ��ThF�NPTU�JNQPSUBOU�
DPMMBCPSBUJPO�*�EJE�EVSJOH�UIBU�UJNF�XBT�XJUI�(BCZ�"HJT��4IF�JT�
B�#SJUJTI�EBODFS�BOE�DIPSFPHSBQIFS��*�EJE�NVTJD�GPS�TPNF�PG�IFS�
XPSL
�JODMVEJOH�B�DPNNJTTJPOFE�fiMN�CZ�$IBOOFM���	6,
�BOE�
UXP�UIFBUSF�QJFDFT��*�GPVOE�UIJT�WFSZ�JOUFSFTUJOH
�CFDBVTF�JU�XBT�B�
WFSZ�diffFSFOU�QSPKFDU�UP�XIBU�*�XBT�VTFE�UP��"�WFSZ�diffFSFOU�XBZ�
PG�XPSLJOH��*U�XBT�B�UXP�XBZ�DPMMBCPSBUJPO��4IF�XPVME�UFMM�NF�IFS�
JEFBT�GPS�UIF�DIPSFPHSBQIZ
�UIFO�*�XPVME�EP�NVTJD
�BOE�XF�E�GJ F�
UVOF��*U�XBT�HSFBU�UP�TFF�IFS�XPSLJOH�XJUI�UIF�PUIFS�EBODFST�UP�NZ�
NVTJD��ThF�EBODJOH�UPPL�JU�UP�B�diffFSFOUQMBDF�

How did it feel to all of a sudden read Kurt Cobain, drop-
ping your name in interviews as one of his biggest influ-
ences? And of course, Sonic Youth — Kim writing liners, 
and Steve releasing new music and playing in the group. 
What part did that type of support play in the legacy of 
The Raincoats? 
Gina: "MM�CSJMMJBOU��:FT
�XIP�XPVME�IBWF�HVFTTFE��8F�XFSF�LJOE�
PG�MPX�QSPfiMF
�LFFQJOH�PVS�IFBET�CFMPX�UIF�QBSBQFU��4P�JU�XBT�BMM�
B�CJU�PG�B�DSB[Z�ESFBN�

Ana: "MUIPVHI�PVS�NVTJD�IBE�CFFO�BQQSFDJBUFE
�FWFSZUIJOH�XBT�
B�CJU�RVJFU�BftFS�XF�EJTCBOEFE�JO�������ThF�SFDPSET�TUPQQFE�CFJOH�
BWBJMBCMF�GPS�B�XIJMF��8F�XFSF�EPJOH�PUIFS�UIJOHT��*O�UIF�FBSMZ�
���T
�UIPVHI
�XF�TUBSUFE�UIJOLJOH�XF�TIPVME�SF�SFMFBTF�UIFN�PO�
DE ��.FBOXIJMF
�XF�SFBMJ[FE�UIBU�TPNF�QFPQMF�XFSF�NFOUJPOJOH�VT�
BT�BO�inflVFODF
�BOE�TP�JU�TFFNFE�FWFO�NPSF�BQQSPQSJBUF�UP�EP�TP��
*�N�OPU�DPNQMFUFMZ�TVSF�XIZ�UIFZ�MJLFE�VT��4PNF�QFPQMF�EP�UIJOL�
XF�XFSF�BOE�TUJMM�BSF�BIFBE�PG�PVS�UJNF
�FTQFDJBMMZ�XJUI�0EZTIBQF��
*�XPVMEO�U�SFBMMZ�LOPX
�CFDBVTF�PG�NZ�DMPTF�SFMBUJPOTIJQ�XJUI�JU��*�
UIJOL�XF�BSF�TUJMM�QPQVMBS�EVF�JO�HSFBU�QBSU�UP�UIF�GBDU�UIBU�B�MPU�PG�
QFPQMF�HPU�UP�LOPX�BCPVU�VT�UISPVHI�,VSU�$PCBJO��)F�XBT�B�GBO�
BOE�UBMLFE�BCPVU�UIF�CBOE�PO�UIF�MJOFS�OPUFT�UP�*ODFTUJDJEF��8F�BMTP�
BTLFE�IJN�UP�XSJUF�TPNFUIJOH�GPS�UIF�MJOFS�OPUFT�PG�UIF�SF�JTTVF�PG�
PVS�GJ TU�BMCVN
�XIJDI�IF�EJE��ThBU�NFBOU�TP�NVDI�UP�VT��

Shirley, you have been the band’s manager and a con-
stant contributor since before the first 7". How did you 
become involved?
Shirley: *�GJ TU�NFU�"OB�BOE�(JOB�JO�����
�BT�*�LOFX�/JDL�5VSOFS
�
UIF�CBOE�T�GJ TU�ESVNNFS
�BOE�XFOU�BMPOH�UP�B�GFX�SFIFBSTBMT�BOE�
TBX�UIFJS�GJ TU�HJH��*O�0DUPCFS�����
�*�CFHBO�XPSLJOH�BU�3PVHI�
5SBEF�3FDPSET
�JO�QSPEVDUJPO�BOE
�B�CJU�MBUFS�PO
�*�CFHBO�3PVHI�
5SBEF�#PPLJOH�XJUI�B�GBOUBTUJD�SPTUFS�PG�BSUJTUT��3PVHI�5SBEF�XBT�
UIF�POMZ�QMBDF�*�XBOUFE�UP�CF�FWFSZPOF�*�LOFX�XBT�GPSNJOH�
CBOET��*O�����
�XJUI�GJ F�JO�NZ�TPVM
�*�CFDBNF�JOWPMWFE�JO�UIF�
PSHBOJ[BUJPO�PG�ThF�3BJODPBUT
�XJUI�UIFJS�GJ TU�TJOHMF�FQ
�BOE�UIFO�
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Facing page: Ana. 
This page: Gina. 
by Janette Beckman

*�CFDBNF�NPSF�JOWPMWFE
�BT�B�DPMMBCPSBUPS�BftFS�UIF�GJ TU�6,�UPVS
�
BSSBOHJOH�TIPXT�JO�&VSPQF�BOE�UIF�VTB ��*�IBE�CFFO�UP�BSU�TDIPPM�
NZTFMG
�BOE�ThF�3BJODPBUT�XFSF�BCPVU�BSU��8F�XFSF�XPNFO�QSPVE�
UP�TQFBL�PVS�NJOET�TUSJWJOH�GPS�FRVBMJUZ
�PQQPSUVOJUJFT
�BOE�
DIBOHF�UPHFUIFS��*�GFMU�QBSU�PG�UIF�CBOE�OFHPUJBUJOH�XJUI�CPUI�
UIF�CVTJOFTT�BOE�BMM�BTQFDUT�PG�UIF�BSUJTUJD�EFDJTJPO�NBLJOH�BOE�
QSPEVDUJPO�

You started We Three Records to release and reissue 
Raincoats records. Are there any plans to record and 
release any new Raincoats music? Any old Raincoats 
music that hasn’t been heard?
Shirley: *O�����
�UIF���UI�BOOJWFSTBSZ�PG�5I �3BJODPBUT�XBT�
BQQSPBDIJOH
�BOE�*�IBE�UIF�JEFB�UP�SF�SFMFBTF�UIF�BMCVN�PVS�
TFMWFT�CZ�DSFBUJOH�8F�5I FF
�PVS�PXO�MBCFM��ThF�DPOUSBDUT�GPS�
BMM�GPVS�TUVEJP�BMCVNT�PO�3PVHI�5SBEF�XFSF�BMM�NBEF�JOEJWJEV�
BMMZ�GPS�fiWF�ZFBST
�TP�UIBU�SJHIUT�XPVME�SFUVSO�UP�VT��"MTP
�XF�BSF�
JNNFSTFE�JO�B�IJTUPSZ�PG�EJZ�BOE�TFMG�QVCMJTIFE�DVMUVSF
�BOE�TP�
IBE�UIF�FYQFSJFODF�UP�NBLF�UIJT�IBQQFO
�XPSLJOH�UPHFUIFS�XJUI�
B�CSJMMJBOU�EJTUSJCVUPS
�$BSHP
�BOE�MJDFOTJOH�UP�,JMM�3PDL�4UBST�JO�
UIF�VTB ��8F�BMTP�SF�SFMFBTFE�0EZTIBQF�BOE�B�MJNJUFE�FEJUJPO�PG�
UIF�GJ TU�FQ��$VSSFOUMZ
�XF�TUJMM�IBWF�B�GFX�WFSZ�TQFDJBM�TJHOFE���UI�
BOOJWFSTBSZ�FEJUJPO�DPQJFT
�XJUI�QSJOUT�CZ�"OB�BOE�(JOB�BWBJMBCMF�
JO�PVS�POMJOF�TIPQ��UIFSBJODPBUT�OFU�

I am so excited that we are releasing the first-ever solo 
Gina Birch single, “Feminist Song,” and the fact that Ana 
contributes makes this an absolutely amazing dream 
for me! I love that the two of you work on each other’s 

projects, even if it is not an official Raincoats release. Did 
you have any idea when you first started making noise 
together that you would still be working with each other 
so many years later? 
Gina: *�N�TP�IBQQZ�i'FNJOJTU�4POHw�JT�DPNJOH�PVU�PO�ThJSE�.BO��
JU�T�WFSZ�FYDJUJOH�BOE�UISJMMJOH�GPS�NF��*U�T�B�TPOH�*�N�SFBMMZ�QSPVE�
PG��8F�IBWF�QMBZFE�JU�JO�ThF�3BJODPBUT�MJWF�TFUT�TPNFUJNFT
�CVU�
XF�EPO�U�QMBO�UP�NBLF�BOZ�OFX�3BJODPBUT�SFDPSEJOHT
�BOE�JU�IBT�
BMXBZT�CFFO�QMBOOFE�UP�CF�B�TPMP�SFDPSE��*O�BOTXFS�UP�UIF�PUIFS�
QBSU�PG�UIF�RVFTUJPO��OP
�*�UIPVHIU�JU�XPVME�MBTU�GPS�B�GFX�NPOUIT
�
BOE�UIFO�JU�CFDBNF�QSFUUZ�GVMM�UJNF��*�SFNFNCFS�POF�QPJOU
�RVJUF�
FBSMZ�PO
�HPJOH�UP�SFIFBSTBM�BOE�TBZJOH
�i*�N�MFBWJOH�UIF�CBOE
�*�
EPO�U�XBOU�UP�EP�UIJT�BOZNPSF�w�ThFO
�MBUFS
�*�CVSTU�JOUP�UFBST�BOE�
EFDJEFE�UP�TUBZ��%SBNB�RVFFO�NPNFOU�

Ana: *�IBE�OP�JEFB�PS�B�CJH�QMBO�BCPVU�UIF�GVUVSF��5IJ HT�IBWF�
BMXBZT�IBQQFOFE�RVJUF�PSHBOJDBMMZ��8F�WF�QMBZFE�HJHT�UPHFUIFS�
VQ�VOUJM�'FCSVBSZ�����
�KVTU�BT�UIF�QBOEFNJD�XBT�TQSFBEJOH�
BOE�CFGPSF�MPDLEPXOT��8F�TUBSUFE����ZFBST�BHP��*�UIJOL�UIBU�UIF�
'FNJOJTU�4POH�JT�SFBMMZ�JNQPSUBOU�BOE�SFMFWBOU�BOE
�IPQFGVMMZ
�JU�
XJMM�IBWF�TPNF�JNQBDU�JO�NPWJOH�UIJOHT�BMPOH�UPXBSET�KVTUJDF�
GPS�XPNFO��4P
�*�N�WFSZ�IBQQZ�UP�IBWF�NZ�,PSH�.POPUSPO�QBSU�
JO�UIF�TPOH��

Did you have any idea that you were making music that 
would leave such a lasting impression on so many dif-
ferent generations of musicians and artists, and folks 
who generally want to lead an honest and positive and 
individual life?
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Gina: 0G�DPVSTF�*�EJEO�U�UIJOL�JU�XPVME�IBQQFO�MJLF�UIBU
�CVU�XF�
EJE�USZ�UP�NBLF�UIJOHT�TPVOET�TPOHT�PG�PVS�PXO
�JO�PVS�PXO�
XBZ
�TP�*�TVQQPTF�JO�SFUSPTQFDU
�JU�BMM�NBLFT�TFOTF��8F�XFSF�EPJOH�
TPNFUIJOH�PSJHJOBM��"MUIPVHI�BU�UIF�UJNF
�NBOZ�QFPQMF�UIPVHIU�
JU�XBT�KVTU�XFJSE�

Ana: 8F�XFSF�POF�PG�3PVHI�5SBEF�T�CFTU�TFMMJOH�CBOET�JO�UIBU�
QFSJPE��4P
�XF�BMXBZT�IBE�QFPQMF�XIP�FOKPZFE�XIBU�XF�EJE��:PV�
DBO�U�QMFBTF�FWFSZCPEZ��)BE�XF�CFFO�NFO
�NBZCF�UIF�SFBDUJPO�
XPVME�IBWF�CFFO�diffFSFOUBOE�XF�XPVME�IBWF�CFFO�DPOTJEFSFE�
HFOJVTFT��*U�XBT�BMM�UPP�RVJSLZ�GPS�FBTZ�BTTJNJMBUJPO��4PNF�QFPQMF�
NBOBHF�UP�DIBMMFOHF�BOE�CF�XJEFMZ�BDDFQUFE
�CVU�UIFJS�DIBMMFOHF�
JT�PftFO�MJNJUFE�

Do you think that something like what happened around 
Rough Trade and that early London scene could happen 
again in this day and age? 
Gina: *U�XPVME�PG�DPVSTF�CF�WFSZ�diffFSFOU
�CVU�JU�DPVME�IBWF�TJN�
JMBSJUJFT��1FPQMF�EP�OFFE�DPOOFDUJPO
�CPUI�POMJOF�BOE�JO�QFSTPO��
1FPQMF�MPWF�UP�LOPX�UIBU�PUIFST�BSF�JOUFSFTUFE�JO�XIBU�UIFZ�BSF�
EPJOH
�BOE�UP�PffFS�TVQQPSU�BOE�GSJFOETIJQ��4P�NVDI�UIFTF�EBZT�
TFFNT�UP�CF�BCPVU�NPOFZ��ThBU�TUBSUFE�UP�TIJGU BOE�DIBOHF�JO�UIF�
���T
�BOE�JU�IBTO�U�SFBMMZ�HPOF�BXBZ��"SUJTUT�OFFE�UIF�GSFFEPN�OPU�
UP�CF�NPUJWBUFE�CZ�NPOFZ
�BOE�UP�NBOBHF�UP�TVSWJWF�XIFO�UIFZ�
BSF�QPPS��*U�T�NVDI�IBSEFS�UIFTF�EBZT�UIBO�JU�XBT�BMM�UIPTF�ZFBST�
BHP��8F�EPO�U�KVTU�XBOU�UP�CF�QPPS
�CVU�XF�IBWF�UP�LOPX�XF�DBO�
DPQF�BOE�OPU�HJWF�VQ��*G�ZPV�HJWF�VQ��UIBU�T�JU��:PV�KVTU�TUPQ��*�BN�

QBJOUJOH�OPX
�BOE�TPNFUJNFT�*�UIJOL��XIBU�BN�*�EPJOH
�QJMJOH�VQ�
DBOWBTFT �#VU�*�N�OPU�HPJOH�UP�TUPQ�

Ana: ThFSF�JT�BMXBZT�B�OFFE�GPS�SFOFXBM
�B�OFFE�GPS�DSFBUJWJUZ�BOE�
NJSSPSJOH�XIBU�T�HPJOH�PO��4P�NBZCF�TPNFUIJOH�JT�CSFXJOH�UIBU�
XF�EPO�U�LOPX�BCPVU�ZFU��$PVME�JU�CF�CFDBVTF�PG�UIF�QBOEFNJD 

How do you feel about the artists that are carrying the 
torch that you passed to them?
Gina: *�IPQF�TP��1FPQMF�OFFE�UP�UBLF�SJTLT�BOE�CF�JOWFOUJWF
�USZ�
UP�CF�USVUIGVM
�PCTFSWBOU��*G�UIFZ�EP
�UIFO�*�UIJOL�UIJOHT�BSF�HPPE��

Ana: *U�T�UIF�NPTU�SFXBSEJOH�UIJOH�UP�GFFM�UIBU�XIBU�XF�EJE�JT�TUJMM�
JOTQJSJOH�PUIFS�BSUJTUT�1FPQMF�DPOUBDU�VT�UISPVHI�TPDJBM�NFEJB
�
BOE�XF�IBWF�CFFO�RVJUF�UPVDIFE�CZ�UIF�DPNNFOUT
�NFTTBHFT
�
BOE�GSJFOE�SFRVFTUT�UIBU�XF�WF�SFDFJWFE��5I T�NBLFT�VT�BXBSF�UIBU�
QFPQMF�GSPN�BMM�PWFS�UIF�XPSME�IBWF�UBLFO�TPNFUIJOH�GSPN�VT
�
FWFO�GSPN�DPVOUSJFT�XIFSF�PVS�BMCVNT�XFSF�OPU�SFMFBTFE��"OPUIFS�
BNB[JOH�UIJOH�JT�UIBU�WFSZ�ZPVOH�BMTP�QFPQMF�MJLF�PVS�NVTJD��ThF�
PUIFS�EBZ
�TPNFPOF�QVU�B�QPTU�PO�*OTUBHSBN�UIBU�UIFJS����ZFBS�
PME�TPO�IBE�BTLFE
�i.VN
�DBO�*�QMBZ�ThF�3BJODPBUT�BMCVN�XIFO�
*�HFU�IPNF w
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